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Six Exceptional Industry Innovators Named 

to Paper Industry International Hall of Fame

Harry T. Cullinan, Kari Ebeling, Lothar Göttsching, the late Curt G. Joa, George P. Mueller, and the late György Vámos chosen as Paper Hall’s 13th Induction Class

APPLETON, WI—(September 4, 2007)—The Paper Industry International Hall of Fame’s membership roster will grow to 82 on Thursday, October 18th with the induction of six more exceptional paper industry innovators who have been chosen as the 13th annual induction class.  

    Harry T. Cullinan, Kari Ebeling, Lothar Göttsching, the late Curt G. Joa, George P. Mueller, and the late György Vámos will join the 76 previous members of the Paper Hall during induction ceremonies at the Radisson Paper Valley Hotel in Appleton, Wisconsin, U.S.A.  Leading South African paper industry executive Eugene van As will deliver the keynote presentation for the 13th induction ceremony.  Eugene van As is non-executive chairman of Sappi Limited, headquartered in Johannesburg, South Africa.  He has served in a variety of roles at Sappi Limited since 1976, including managing director of Sappi Kraft (Pty) Ltd., executive director, group managing director and chief executive officer, and executive chairman.  Sappi Limited is the world’s leading producer of coated fine paper and chemical cellulose (dissolving pulp), the latter used primarily in the manufacture of viscose fiber and consumer and pharmaceutical products.
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     The Paper Industry International Hall of Fame recognizes individuals who pioneered and /or helped the world’s paper and allied industries to flourish.

The 2007 inductees and their categories of recognition are: (more detailed information follows):  

             (  Harry T. Cullinan, Ph.D., director, Alabama Center for Paper and Bioresource Engineering, professor, ChE Department, Auburn University, Auburn, Alabama, U.S.A., for Academic, Research & Development, and Leadership;

             (  Kari Ebeling, Ph.D., professor (retired), Helsinki University of Technology director research & development (retired), UPM-Kymmene Corp., Espoo, Finland, for Academic, Research & Development, and Leadership;

             (  Lothar Göttsching, Dr.-Ing., professor (retired), Technische Universität Darmstadt, Darmstadt, Germany, for Academic and Research & Development;

             (  Curt G. Joa, founder and president (deceased), Curt G. Joa, Inc., Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin, U.S.A., for Founder, Research & Development, and Entrepreneur;
             (  George P. Mueller, president (retired), Wisconsin Tissue Mills, Menasha, Wisconsin, U.S.A., for Leadership, Research & Development, and Service;
             (  György Vámos, Ph.D., founder and director (deceased), Hungarian Paper and Cellulose Research Institute, Budapest, Hungary, for Founder, Academic, and Research & Development.
     The 13th annual ceremony will begin with a reception at 5 p.m. on Thursday, 

October 18th, followed by dinner at 6:30 p.m. and the ceremony at 8 p.m., all at 

the Radisson Paper Valley Hotel in downtown Appleton.  Following the ceremony,

honorees and guests are invited to enjoy dessert at the Paper Discovery Center, an interactive museum that celebrates everything related to paper, located along the banks of the Fox River at 425 W. Water Street in Appleton.  The Center is also home to the Paper Industry International Hall of Fame.  More information about the 13th annual induction ceremony is available through the Paper Industry International Hall of Fame office by calling:  (920) 380-7491.
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2007 Inductees-Paper Industry International Hall of Fame

Harry T. Cullinan, Ph.D.

Director, Alabama Center for Paper and Bioresource Engineering

Professor, ChE Department, Auburn University

Auburn, Alabama, U.S.A.

Dr. Harry T. Cullinan, a Ph.D. graduate in chemical engineering from the Carnegie Institute of Technology, is founder and president of PPERA, the Pulp and Paper Education and Research Alliance, and founder of the National Network for Pulp and Paper Technology Training.  His influence has been realized in many areas of the pulp and paper industry.  He formed the Sensor Technology Unit to commercialize real time chemical near-infrared analysis of pulp and paper process streams.  Currently six million installations are in place.  He formed the Wood Fiber Initiative in Science and Engineering (WISE) with the Forest Products Laboratory and PPERA to use underutilized residuals in our nation’s forests for bio-refining.  He contributed to the establishment of Agenda 2020, which was initiated with Department of Energy to improve energy efficiency and develop new technologies.  With nearly 70 publications to his name, he has been honored as a TAPPI Fellow and has also received the TAPPI Herman L. Joachim Distinguished Service award.  For these contributions to the paper industry, Dr. Cullinan is being inducted into the Paper Industry International Hall of Fame under the categories of academic, research & development, and leadership.
Kari Ebeling, Ph.D.
Professor, Helsinki University of Technology (retired)

Director R&D, UPM-Kymmene Corp. (retired)

Espoo, Finland

Dr. Kari Ebeling, a Ph.D. graduate of the Institute of Paper Chemistry (IPC), used his alma mater’s educational model to advance the Finnish paper industry.  Consensus is that Ebeling, after his experiences at the Institute of Paper Chemistry, and his exposure to U.S. management practices, brought back to Finland the focus on developing and applying advanced science based technology and the management perspective of thinking long term. 

 

Today, the Finnish forest products industry, including pulp and paper, are recognized as leaders in the world for their employment of technology and modern production facilities.  Due to consolidation, many of the companies in the United States and around the world are owned in part or all by Finnish based companies.  
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A visionary, he championed the use of computer control in the paper industry (1965-67).  He played a very influential role with European organizations and unions, promoting the benefits of research and development for the pulp and paper industry.  Awards include: Westbrook Steele Medal at IPC, SLR medal by Republic of Finland, and the Stenback recognition medal by the Finnish Paper Engineering Association.  Publications include over 40 technical papers and many chapters in books and course materials.  For these contributions to the paper industry, Dr. Ebeling is being inducted into the Paper Industry International Hall of Fame under the categories of academic, research & development, and leadership.
Lothar Göttsching, Dr.-Ing.

Professor (retired)

Technische Universität Darmstadt

Darmstadt, Germany

Dr. Lothar Göttsching is a Ph.D. graduate of the Technical University of Darmstadt, the leading paper school in Germany.  Following graduation, he enhanced the school’s reputation, teaching at the university for 31 years, training 500 paper scientists during that time.  His research work resulted in substantial reductions in cost and improvements in recycling, refining, and drying efficiencies.  He also published on water, waste water, and solid waste management.  His key contribution to the paper industry was his involvement in the process and technological development and modernization of the East European paper industry.  Honors include the Jansson Award by the Finnish Paper Engineers’ Association, TAPPI Fellow, Brecht Medal by ZELLCHEMING, and the Stenback Medal by the Finnish Paper Engineers’ Association.  His publications include over 145 papers and 3 books.  For these contributions to the paper industry, Dr. Göttsching is being inducted into the Paper Industry International Hall of Fame under the categories of academic and research & development.
Curt G. Joa

Founder and President (deceased)

Curt G. Joa, Inc.

Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin, U.S.A.

Curt G. Joa received a M.S. in mechanical engineering from Frankfurt University and a Ph.D. in business from Wurzburg University.  Immigrating to the USA in 1924, Joa founded Curt G. Joa, Inc. in 1932.  He is applauded for having invented a wood pulp fiberizer, as well as being a major inventor and manufacturer of the first completely automated machine for making sanitary napkins.  He later developed machines for twenty other single-use products, including diapers and incontinence pads.  Today, his machines are operating in 55 countries, including the USA.  Earning Opportunities (Michigan Press) features a chapter on “The Joa Plan,” his strategy to hire retired employees for part-time work.  In the mid-1940s, he set up a boy’s summer camp to give Milwaukee youths an opportunity to work on a farm and learn about its operation.  One boy who
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Page 5-Six Inductees Named to the Paper Hall of Fame
worked and played there was astronaut James Lovell, who came back to visit the farm and the Joas after his dramatic flight on Apollo 13 in 1970.  Mr. Joa passed away in 1998.  For these contributions to the paper industry, Mr. Joa is being inducted into the Paper Industry International Hall of Fame under the categories of founder, research & development, and entrepreneur.

George P. Mueller

President (retired)

Wisconsin Tissue Mills

Menasha, Wisconsin, U.S.A.

George P. Mueller earned his B.S. in Chemistry from Lawrence University, with advanced training in electronics at Harvard and MIT.  Beginning his employment with Marathon Corporation, he worked to improve wax formulations and developed a testing for wax blends.  He was the first to blend polyethylene, paraffin wax, and microcrystalline wax to make glossy wax paper using chilled rolls.  This was used for the bag in the Cracker Jack box, among other things.  His most important achievements during a 20-year tenure at Wisconsin Tissue Mills included converting the operation to 100% recycled fiber, increasing employees from 250 to 1400, expanding production from 13,000 tpy to 185,000 tpy by speeding up older machines by about 300 fpm and adding two new machines with record breaking speeds of 5,500 to 6,000 fpm, expanding paper converting from 10 machines to over 100, establishing a fully automated distribution center, and installing the Zurn-Attisholz waste treatment process, the first of its kind in a USA paper mill.  He helped establish research at IPC in the area of fluffing and recycled fibers for small tissue mills.  He also co-founded Integrated Paper Services and the Paper Industry International Hall of Fame, Inc.  For these contributions to the paper industry, Mr. Mueller is being inducted into the Paper Industry International Hall of Fame under the categories of leadership, research & development, and service.
György Vámos, Ph.D.

Founder and Director (deceased)

Hungarian Paper and Cellulose Research Institute

Budapest, Hungary
Dr. György Vámos received his Ph.D. in Chemistry from Budapest University of Technology.  He was the founder and director of the Hungarian Paper and Cellulose Research Institute for 24 years.  Under his tenure, activities included wheat straw pulp manufacture, use of domestic hardwood species for pulp, and production technology for printing and writing papers and household and hygiene papers.  He was also founder and director of the Budapest Light Industry College, founder and chief editor of Papiripar (Hungarian Paper Industry Journal), founder of the Association of Scientific and Industrial Journalists, and founder and president of the Technical Association of 
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Hungarian Paper & Printing Industries.  His key contribution was helping develop and modernize the Hungarian paper industry, bringing it to the European level and allowing Hungary to become a net paper exporter.  His publications included 55 technical papers and nearly 10 books/text books.  His honors included the “Kossuth” prize (Hungary), “Work” decoration (Hungary), and “Order of the White Rose” (Finland).  Dr. Vámos passed away in 2002.  For these contributions to the paper industry, Dr. Vámos is being inducted into the Paper Industry International Hall of Fame under the categories of founder, academic, and research & development.
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